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Staff Reports present in lakes and streams, usually in low num-
bers. However, the algae can become abundant in
An Oklahoma Department of Environmental shallow, warm water that receives heavy sunlight
Quality (DEQ) recommendation to temporarily ~While most BGA are not toxic, toxins can be pro-
avoid body contact with water at Bemice State Park  duced in some algae blooms. Results of the tests of
is prompting the Grand River Dam Authority to re-  BGA water samples taken by the GRDA Ecosys-
mind lake enthusiasts to take extra precaution on ftems Management Department will not be avail-
Grand Lake this summer. The staie park is putting  able until early next week. However, as a precau-
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Recreation and tourism

_ : o ) £ BICYCLING $17.7 BILLION
Recreation and tourism are billion-dollar
industries in the United States. According to the INE— EN  camping 364 siLLio
American Sportfishing Association, there are =g B rishinG s4.1 BLLON
over 30 million anglers in the U.S., generating
over one million jobs and over $45 billion in H ey
retail sales annually. Healthy intact ecosystems == PABDLRES $45 DLLEN
are essential to the viability of both commercial [ SNOW SPORTS $8.8 BILLION
and recreational fishing. More people in the U.S. g e
fish (30 million) than play golf (24.2 million) or '
play tennis (10.2 million). h ¥ (i) wiLouFE VIEWING $2.7 BILLION |
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In a 2003 study, the Outdoor Industry $5 S0 S5 S0 0 ©5 0SB 0 TOTAL $87.9 BILLION
Foundation found that the outdoor recreation (in bilions)

economy contributed $730 billion annually to
the economy, supported 6.5 million jobs and
generated $88 billion i state and federal tax
revenues. Wildlife watchers in The Chesapeake Bay region spend about $3 billion annually on trip-related expenses and
equipment; this estimate does not include job creation and multiplier effects from these activities. Rural areas near forest
land and other types of open space often depend on tourist spending to help support their local economies. Outdoor
recreation and eco-tourism are large economic forces whose foundation rely on the maintenance of healthy watersheds and
the protection of open space.

More people in the United States fish (30 million) than play golf (24.2 million)

Federal and state tax revenues generated by recreational activity
OQutdoor Industry Foundation 2003

or play tennis (10.2 million)
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